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The VFT Part 1 — A Victorian Review 


The January 1990 issue of Newsrail reported that the 
Victorian government had established a review panel 
for the Very Fast Train (VFT) proposals. This article 
reviews the preliminary appraisal report! produced for 
the Victorian government. It was made available to the 
public as part of the review process. The appraisal 
report was prepared in an eight week period and by its 
very nature is preliminary. At this stage it is primarily to 
form a logical basis for future discussion. 

A second report?, prepared by the VFT joint ven- 
ture, was also made available to the public through the 
office of the review panel. This report will be reviewed 
in next month’s issue of Newsrail. Part 1 is more theo- 
retical in nature, while the second part will examine the 
more technical aspects of the proposal. 


When one compares similar book prices, the two 
reports give excellent value. 


THE REVIEW 

This review will be only one of the studies that will be 
undertaken on this project. Not only are the joint ven- 
turers undertaking their studies, but also governments 
of all levels. When compared with previous transporta- 
tion projects the number and nature of the studies 
made will be vast. 


TGV on route from Geneva to Paris in 1982. Will we see similar trains running between Melbourne and Sydney? 


W A DOUBLEDAY 


Chaired by Professor Mal Logan, the panel is tc 
receive submissions from interested parties on the 
likely social, physical, environmental and economic 
development impacts to Victorian communities. The 
panel, from its viewpoint, is to advise on the preferred 
route for the VFT. Its terms of reference include: 


* effect of each route on development patterns, 

* implications for local government, 

* effect on natural resources and cultural features, 
* effect on other methods of transport, 

* requirements for regulatory control, and | 


* advantages/disadvantages of alternative high speec 
train technologies. 


The panel was to receive both written and oral sub: 
missions. To do this, some eight public hearing ses- 
sions were arranged to be held during February in Mel- 
bourne (2), Keilor, Wodonga, Orbost, Morwell, Bairns: 
dale and Benalla. No date on which the report was to be 
submitted to the Minister for Transport was given in 
the documentation. It will become a public document! 
One of the panel’s requirements is to establish é 
publicly accessible pool of information. 


| 
| 
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HE IMPACTS 


[he possible impacts of the proposed project are 
mmense. Some of the impacts to be considered are: 


* Environmental — This heading covers a large range 
| of sub headings, such as soil conservation, flora and 
| fauna, land use, agriculture, hydrology, fire, visual, 
| noise, heritage and archaeological. The various stu- 
dies will emphasise the problems and possibly allow 
the project to improve future resource management. 
* Socio-Economic Impacts — These have tended to be 
ignored by many writers to date. The appraisal study 
states that for most part, the effect of these would be 
beneficial to the state economy. These are the 
effects on employment, population, land value 
changes, regional development, infrastructure, tour- 
ism and recreation. There would be lifestyle changes 
as a result of the project, and in some cases, the func- 
_ tions of local government would be placed under 
stress. 

* Transport — The appraisal expects that on a macro 
level, the VFT project would have little impact on 
Victorian transport. For airlines, the impact would 
depend on how they met the new competition. Pres- 
ent services within the selected corridor and existing 
_ public transport services would be reorganised. 
| Buses would probably seek markets elsewhere. The 
effect on freight is expected to be marginal. In terms 


(Both photos Frank Cross) 


of decentralisation the effect of a VFT may not be 
great. In the past, decentralisation was one of the 
great arguments for rail projects. Little comparative 
advantage to a decentralised industrial location is 
expected because of the induced accessibility 
changes. 


Route Choice — The two routes being considered, 
the Hume and Gippsland corridors, will have differ- 
ent impacts. The appraisal notes that both the posi- 
tive and negative elements are magnified in the 
Gippsland corridor. These are the region’s forests, 
its less diversified resource based economy and 
greater tourism potential. The Hume is already the 
major transport corridor, and has the shorter length 
in Victoria. 

Financial — Impacts on Victoria’s economy could be 
substantial, as the documents point out, especially if 
the project goes ahead. On the other hand, the cost 
to Victoria could be substantial too if the project did 
proceed, but not within Victoria, but between two 
other points in Australia. Failure to complete the 
project, with government being forced to finance its 
completion is another probability. Government 
could be called upon to support the line at some time 
after its completion. This could be at either the early 
stage when patronage was low, or at the end of its 
economic life and when refurbishment is required. 


Gare De Lyon, Paris terminal station for the TGVs which run on both conventional and special designed track. 


| 
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FURTHER ISSUES 


The appraisal reviews some of the procedural issues 
that have to be addressed. These include mechanisms 
for identifying and obtaining the essential data needed, 
involvement of local communities in the planning and 
design processes, provision of funding support to local 
government where necessary and dispute solving pro- 
cedures in order to minimise delays. Public participa- 
tion is viewed as being an important element in the 
total process. The appraisal points out that ineffective 
communication between the various parties could 
endanger the whole project. 

One of the elements that the joint venturers are 
advocating as a plus for the project is the regional 
development that will be stimulated by a VFT. The 
appraisal notes that this is by no means certain. New 
town development within Australia over the last few 
years has not been overly successful; the larger cities 
keep getting larger! 

The report notes that the VFT project would be one 
of the largest projects ever undertaken in Australia, and 
one of the largest privately funded public transport pro- 
jects in the world. It refers to the Eurotunnel project 
between England and France as an example of private 
funding. 

Although a part of the terms of reference of the 
review panel, the question of alternative technologies 
for a VFT was not for the appraisal study. As such, no 
mention is made of alternative technologies. From re- 
cent developments in Europe, the conventional steel 
wheel on steel rail is still seen to be the best current 
technology. 


WHERE FROM HERE? 


Just the decision to proceed is by no means a single ele- 
mentary event. Many further reviews and enquiries 


will no doubt be held. One of the problems the joint - 


venturers and government face is to ensure that the 
information is available for these enquiries. The en- 
quiries and resultant decision making must also occur 
at a reasonable pace and not be allowed to get bogged 
down in lengthy proceedings. 


Wildflower Special to 


I read with interest the information in April’s ‘Taildisc’ 
on the Stawell-Grampians line which was one of the 
branch lines described in Colin Davis’ article in the 
February Newsrail. He also inspected the remains of 
the Lubeck — Rupanyup — Bolangum branch which in 
the early 1920s terminated at Marnoo. As a child I 
travelled on an excursion train from Rupanyup to the 
Heatherlie Quarries in the Grampians. 


At that time the normal train to Marnoo (daily 
except Sundays) was a mixed comprising any number 
of four wheel trucks followed by an old bogie compo- 
site carriage with end platforms, and a Z van. At the 
head of the train was usually an ‘Old R’ loco numbered 
in the early 300s, but on rare occasions a DD would 
appear. In those days most of the Rupanyup farmers 
had a car but not so the townsfolk, the majority of 
whom owned no means of transport. The Grampians 
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IN RETROSPECT 


It is interesting to see the care and consideration being 
taken in examining the project. Would the same care 
have been taken if the various governments had said 
that they wanted to upgrade the present Melbourne - 
Sydney rail alignment from 160 km/h (with XPTs) to 
say 250 km/h, by extensive re-grading and re-align- 
ment, particularly in NSW? The upgrading of the 
Hume Highway to a dual lane route certainly did not 
undergo such a major public consultation process. 
Most large transport projects, particularly rail, have 
been examined intensively by governments in the past, 
as shown by the difficulties encountered in getting 
many rail lines built. The process that the VFT is 
undergoing is in many respects similar in nature. 
However, it is more intensive probably because it is 
privately funded and the nature of the impacts of such 
a project are better understood today than in the past. 


The project is now in the financial analysis and initial 
planning stages. As with most other complex projects, 
this is the most difficult stage, and it seemingly takes 
forever to get somewhere. The actual design and con- 
struction, although more resource intensive, is rela- 
tively easy once a go-ahead has been received. 


At this time it is too early to say whether the project 
will come to fruition or not. With Australia’s current 
financial difficulties, and with many of its entrepre- 
neurs in difficulty, it must be asked that even if it is 
given all the government and company go-aheads, will 
the financial markets give it the final green light? It is 
running under a low speed caution at the moment. 


1. The Very Fast Train, Preliminary Appraisal of 
Impacts on Victoria, Part 1 The Overview, and Part 
2, The Working Papers, prepared by the firms of 
Dames & Moore and Touche Ross. These were 
dated November 1989, and were made available at 
$5.00 each, or $8.00 for the two. 


2. VFT Focus for the Future, a progress report issued 
by the Joint Venture in October 1989. $5.00. 


the GraMpIans: kav ware 


could be seen from Rupanyup as a blue line on the 
horizon but not many of the townspeople would have 
been there, so in the spring of 1921 a special train was 
chartered. 


The “Wildflower Special” stood at Rupanyup sta- 
tion while practically all the local school children 
accompanied by half their parents crowded aboard. 
The little R was at the head of the train, coupled on 
tender first as it always was when running towards its 
depot at Stawell. The rest of the train consisted of our 
usual bogie composite to which had been added three 
or four six-wheel dogboxes, taken from some scrap sid- 
ing and pressed into service. The composite was 
already full so we entered a dogbox. Their reputation 
was well known but we children didn’t mind; we were 
going on a great train ride. 
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_ The old R whistled shrilly (4472 Flying Scotsman has the 
same high pitched whistle). With plenty of smoke and 
steam it slowly accelerated the train over the Cromie 
Street level crossing and soon left the town behind. By 
the time we clickety-clacked across the Black Bridge 
over Dunmunkle Creek the train had reached its top 
speed of 20 miles per hour or so and we were finding 

out the hard way why the dogboxes were avoided by 
anyone who had ever travelled in one. On the lightly 
laid line they swayed, bucked, jolted and jerked, and 
someone remarked that the leaf springs which could be 
seen above each axlebox were there only for show. 
Everyone had had enough by the time Lubeck was 
reached. 


Now we were on the main Adelaide to Melbourne 
line and had a better run over the 25 miles to Stawell. 
Here the refreshment room on the station was open, 
and while passengers were being served, our engine 
was uncoupled, ran around the train to what had been 
the rear and was coupled on there, as the Grampians 
line ran back the way we had come for a mile or so. 
While waiting for our journey to recommence, a hiss- 
ing and a rumbling heralded the arrival of what was to 
us a giant locomotive which came slowly past on an 
adjacent track. This was an A2, twice as large as any- 
thing that went to Rupanyup, and the pride of VR at 
that time. We were all very impressed. 


| The light line we now travelled on was laid across 
paddocks and through the bush for some 17 miles to 
the Heatherlie Quarries in the Grampians. This was 
the source of Grampians freestone, a prestigious build- 
ing stone used on many public buildings in Victoria. 
The line was never intended for anything but trans- 
porting stone blocks, and although it passed through 
the small communities of Illawarra and Fyans Creek, 
there were no stations and nothing at the end but the 
quarry. 

Our train proceeded slowly and carefully over this 


light track, stopping now and then while one of the 
train crew opened a gate to let us through grazing prop- 


erty. As we approached the mountains the grade got 
steeper and the puffing of the old ‘Bulldog’ became 
more labored as the train crawled into a region of bra- 
cken fern, the latter causing ‘Oohs’ and ‘Ahs’ from 
many of the passengers to whom it was quite a novelty. 
The train was going so slowly that some of the men 
jumped off, picked a few fronds and jumped on again. 
Soon patches of stunted heath interspersed with other 
wildflowers came into view. Then the heath became 
more showy and was joined by thryptomene. These 
wildflowers were what the people had come to see. 

The train stopped at the quarry and no one needed 
to be told to get out and gape at the mountain looming 
above. The half-dozen quarry workers had abandoned 
their jobs for the occasion, apparently unwilling to per- 
form for dozens of sightseers, but we could see where 
they had been sawing out big blocks of freestone from 
the mountain side. While some people hurried to find 
the best wildflowers, others climbed up the mountain 
and soon the more adventurous were cat calling hun- 
dreds of feet above. 

Meantime a fire had been lit under several kerosene 
tins of water and these having come to the boil, word 
was passed round that tea could be made. We came 
back to the train and got out our cut lunches. 

The next two or three hours were spent in picnic 
games for some, while others gathered armfuls of 
heath and thryptomene and yet others climbed up the 
rocks. Then the engine gave a long shrill whistle which 
echoed and re-echoed from the mountain walls — a 
recall signal for our passengers. By this time a cloud 
had come down, blanketing the mountain top, a sight 
new to many of the people from the plains, and there 
was much discussion about the fearful plight of any of 
our picnickers who might be caught up there. Again 
the engine whistled its piercing recall signal. 

A quarter of an hour later when it seemed that 
everyone had returned, the guard shouted “All 
aboard” several times, and to the accompaniment of 
more whistling, the train started to coast down the 
sloping countryside towards Stawell and home. 


Although this photo is of an Albury train, it shows the dogbox type of carriages used on the Wild Flower Special. 
(VR Photo) 
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A Very Brief History of the 280s 


On 6 June 1950 80RM commenced revenue earning 
service on the Victorian Railways. 80RM, being the 
first of the 280 hp Walker railcars, created much excite- 
ment and pride for VR as it departed Spencer Street for 
Daylesford. Soon services commenced between Ben- 
digo and Deniliquin, and when 82RM entered service 
the people living between Ararat and Portland gained a 
new level of speed and comfort on their rail service. By 
the time the twelfth and last complete unit, 91RM, 
entered service, places such as Mansfield, Wonthaggi, 
Woomelang and Wangaratta were also being served by 
the 280s. 


The Wangaratta service was well known as a speed 
run for the 280s with the section between Glenrowan 
and Wangaratta being the best straight on which to ‘let 
’em fly’. Often a blue and silver streak would be seen 
doing rather more than the maximum permissible 
speed of 60 mph, with the driver hoping the chart 
wouldn’t be examined, or there would be a ‘mysterious 
failure’ of the speed recorders. 


However, as the years passed the 280s, along with all 
the Walkers, showed their light construction and their 
never so great riding qualities, especially on the 60 Ib 
branches. As they progressed through the 1960s the 
lack of maintenance on the railmotors and the perm- 
anent way began to show, with riding qualities which 
were getting progressively worse and with reliability 
suffering. This wasn’t helped by taking the mainten- 


BARRY FELL 


ance of the railmotors from the drivers and giving it to 
workshop fitters, and letting loose on the railmotors 
loco drivers who drove them like locos, not railmotors. 
Gone were the days when you had men whose only job 
on VR was to run railmotors and keep them running. 

By the late 70s the Walkers were reaching the end of 
their operating lives, with mass withdrawals taking 
place in 1978 and 1979, and by 1980 only three 280s were 
left in service: 82RM, 85RM and 91RM. 82RM strug- 
gled on to the 30th anniversary of the introduction of 
the 280s, being withdrawn in September 1980. 


91RM’s RETURN TO SERVICE 


In 1981 the Central Highlands Tourist Railway pur- 
chased 91RM, 32RM and 56MT, these vehicles coming 
from Ballarat Loco where they had been stored after 
having failed to reach Adelaide. [Could this story also 
be told? — Editor.] Both motors and the trailer were 
transferred to Daylesford in March 1982. During 1983 
91’s No.1 engine was replaced as it had seized while the 
motor was going up Ingliston bank. After the engine 
replacement, restoration basically stopped because of 
the need for funds to be directed to replacing the half 
mile section of stolen track between Daylesford and 
Musk. With track replacement having been completed 
by the end of 1986 and with the CHTR having been 
authorised to operate as a tourist railway between Day- 
lesford and Bullarto, restoration began in earnest on 
91RM in January 1987. 


91RM at Musk 
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To describe all that was done would take many 
pages; suffice it to say that the car bodies were virtually 
rebuilt, all windows were re-rubbered, small opening 
windows were rebuilt and new floor covering was laid. 
Mechanically, both RIIC gearboxes were removed, 
with the first speed band being relined on both, meta- 
listik couplings were replaced, the No.2 flywheel seal 
was repaired and the No.1] radiator was repaired, and so 
- forth. Finally, in 1989 the cars were reassembled inside, 
with the refitting of the seats marking the end of the 
- carbody repairs. Also, during 1989 and 1990 the 280 was 
painted inside and out. 


The final task was performed in January and Feb- 
ruary of this year, this being the carrying out of a com- 
plete brake examination. All brake pistons were 
removed, seals were replaced, the cylinders cleaned 
and greased and then the pistons were replaced. All dirt 
collectors were cleaned, the relay and emergency 
valves were removed, the seals were replaced and the 
valves were cleaned and then refitted. Finally, the two 

-WDL throttles along with the W2E self lapping brake 
valves were removed, the seals were replaced and the 
valves and throttles were then refitted. After a short 
test trip and after all the air leaks had been eliminated, 
91RM passed its brake test and was certified for traffic 
in March 1990. 
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91RM departing Musk on the down Easter 1990. (Both photos Peter Weickhardt) 


On Saturday 24 March 1990, 91RM made a test trip to 
the 73 milepost during the morning to see how it would 
handle the grades. Then, at 13 00 that day 91IRM 
departed Daylesford and arrived at Musk 11 minutes 
later, becoming the first train to do so in 12 years. Two 
more trips were run to Musk that day. With 91RM hav- 
ing completed its trials it was decided to run it for the 
public on Easter Sunday and Easter Monday. So, on 
Sunday 15 April 1990 at 10 00 91RM departed Dayles- 
ford with the first passenger train on the CHTR, and it 
became the first 280 to carry passengers in just under 10 
years. The two days were a great success, with between 
700 and 800 people being carried. Because of a lack of 
crews 91RM did not run again until the Sunday of the 
Queen’s Birthday weekend, but the CHTR is confident 
of commencing regular fortnightly services (first and 
third weekends of each month) in July. 


So, the first Walker has been restored, with many 
innovative restoration techniques having been used. 
You have no choice with Walkers! Do come up and 
ride 9IRM and see the restoration work being carried 
out on 63RM and 26MT (acquired 1989 and 1982 
respectively) to return them to their 1930s appearance. 
Railmotors have long been neglected in Victorian 
railway preservation, but remember, ‘Railmotors are 
Radical’. 
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The Tribute to Mr G F Brown, 


DAVID B WATSON 


or ‘Is Seymour - Newport Workshops - Sandringham - Seymour 
- Broadmeadows - Seymour a little over the Mileage?’ 


Mr George Brown, the last Chairman of Commission- 
ers of the Victorian Railways, has always shown great 
interest in J515 and the activities of the Seymour Loco 
Steam Preservation Group, and it was therefore appro- 
priate that we (the group members) were asked to 
participate in a tribute to him paid at the railway 
museum, on Saturday 3 March 1990. 

None of our trips has been free of last minute 
hitches, and this was no exception. V/Line’s head 
office was advised on Friday morning by the Benalla 
road foreman’s office that steam loco operation was 
inappropriate because of the fire danger. This concern 
was not disposed of until 14 28, two minutes before the 
Met was going to change significantly the scheduled 
arrangements in favour of diesel haulage. 

This overcome, Harold P Ward hauling 29BCPL 
steamed out of Seymour at 09 20 on the Saturday with 
about 40 passengers. John Gaehl and Terry Parsons 
made a spirited dash for the City and despite un- 
scheduled stops at Wandong (to pick up our friendly 
stationmaster) and at Strathmore (who else but Gerald 
Dee?) we arrived at Spencer Street some minutes 
ahead of the ‘spark’ driver who was to pilot us across 
the viaduct. 

At Flinders Street, stationmaster Phil Brown was on 
hand to greet us and we learnt of the dreadful vandal- 
ism which had occurred on the Met the previous night. 
How fortunate it was that the Tait train had not been in 
the Jolimont Yard overnight as had originally been 
contemplated. The J and the BCPL disappeared into 
the unfamiliar territory of Jolimont Yard to be turned 
on the workshops turntable and for the J to take water 
whilst we waited expectantly on platform 9 for the next 
phase of the activities. How depressing it was to 
observe the spectacle of trains defaced by hideous graf- 
fiti. We must be alert to make sure that this crime does 
not become accepted as normal behaviour in Seymour. 

At 11 40, Paul Kemp exclaimed, “Here it comes!”’, 
and the restored Tait train was seen approaching with 
motorman Richard Gilbert at the controls, resplendent 
in his old-style uniform. The passengers, portable steps 
and Al Capone’s ice chests of drinks were soon aboard 
and we were off to Sandringham, stopping only at Rip- 
ponlea to set down Barry Dunn. Returning to Brighton 
Beach, we picked up Mr and Mrs Brown, who had been 
driven there from their home in a Met car, and also 
ex-VR heads of branches Mike Ronald, Jack Draper, 
Jack Emmins, Don Wade and Stan Keane. Mr Brown 
travelled in a carriage to Ripponlea and from there in 
the motorman’s cab with his ex-neighbour Barry 
Dunn, as he had done many times over 30 years ago. 

Arrival at Flinders Street was slightly ahead of time 
and everybody was treated to the unusual sight of an 
electric train being prepared for steam haulage. With 
the J at the front and the ex-chairman and his grandson 
on its footplate we left for Newport Workshops at 13 15. 
When told he was to ride in the cab, Michael said, “If 
my grandfather says so, I believe it!”. At Footscray 
Stan Keane, ex-CME, and David Watson, who alone 
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knew where we would be going once in the workshops 
area, became the footplate riders. Subsequently, guard 
John Hansford ‘stopped hiding his light under a 
bushel’ and revealed that he had once worked Newport 
Shops Box when its levers were shiny! A V/Line 
inspector was unexpectedly at the hand points, giving 
access to our destination, the wheel shop road, and 
asked David to take responsibility for passing over the 
numerous sets of unsecured hand points! We steamed 
purposefully onwards and Colin Rutledge was amused 
by the instructions which in part said, ‘.. . take the turn- 
out to the left .. .’. We crept under an overhead crane 
structure and came to a stand precisely on time as far 
south in the workshops complex as is currently poss- 
ible. Workshops staff were on hand with a fork-truck to 
position steps for detraining, and it was but a short walk 
to the museum. 

In warm sunshine, the crowd assembled in front of 
the main building to hear Deputy Premier Joan Kirner 
speak about the 102 years’ history of the Newport 
Workshops before being joined by John Hearsch and 
workshops manager Bob Arklay in unveiling a com- 
memorative plaque. Frank Hussey (AFULE) and 
David Watson then paid tribute to Mr Brown’s long 
career and his part in helping to preserve much of Vic- 
toria’s rail transport history. Mr Brown was then pres- 
ented with an illuminated address from the museum, 
707 Operations and Seymour groups, with his ex-heads 
of branches surrounding the dais. After some other 
presentations, including one made by Mr Brown of a 
number plate from the original S301 to fitters Harris 
and Stomann, guests were served a much appreciated 
afternoon tea. 

Surprisingly, everyone was back on board the train 
(mysteriously reversed by guard Hansford in another 
part of the workshops) for an on-time departure at 
15 50. The unusual set-back movement required to get 
the train onto the proper line at the Shops Box was 
promptly performed and we were on time through 
Newport and ahead of time at Flinders Street. There 
the J was cut off and motorman Gilbert went through 
the ritual of preparing the Tait for electric service for a 
16 50 departure. A smart run down to Brighton Beach 
caused one of the ladies in the official party to ask Mr 
Brown if there was an official speed limit. He looked 
out of the window and observed, “‘He’s nowhere near it 
yet”, adding, “It wouldn’t make any difference if he 
was because there’s no speedo”. 

Farewells were made at Brighton Beach where the 
official party alighted and, as befitted the occasion, the 
ex-Chairman was chauffered to his home. Then it was 
down to Sandringham where three ‘normal’ passen- 
gers were treated to a trip to Flinders Street. En route, a 
message was passed forward through several compart- 
ments that Doug McLean wanted to alight at Rich- 
mond, and motorman Gilbert duly stopped there; who 
needs train radio? 

At Flinders Street the train was shunted to the goods 
yard up to dual coupled 31ZD and the BCPL. David 
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Watson gave the shunter a demonstration of how to 
stand between the vehicles and drop the shackle over 
the hook before they rolled away; the shunter was 
highly dubious and said it wasn’t for him. Maintenance 
staff were on hand to tie down the pantographs, the J 
was attached to the front and Ron King, one of the few 
remaining examiners with Tait train experience passed 
his key up to driver Dunn in the time honoured way 
before commencing the train examination. The most 
unusual consist of J515, Tait set, 31ZD and 29BCPL 


_ then moved up to the platform where those who had 


gone off to purchase refreshments rejoined the train 
for the experience of riding a Tait to Seymour. A young 
couple who had spent the day on the Bay aboard the 
steam tug Wattle expressed great interest in the train 
and accepted the offer to join us, particularly when told 
that the return was to be by DERM. It transpired that 
the young man had often ridden the Cohuna DERM 
with driver Bill Webb, now of Crib Point. 


18 45 saw us away for a good run to Broadmeadows 
where the station staff were informed that the DERM 
due at 22 20 was to connect with the 22 19 up suburban, 
or else! The opportunity was taken to inspect the axle 


_ boxes of 31ZD and it was determined that it was safely 


_ capable of operating at normal goods train speed. What 


_ must the little van have thought as it rattled through 


the night, amongst sheep and gum trees at speeds it 


had not done for perhaps 20 years? We rolled through 
the evening, watching a magnificent sunset and listen- 


_ ing to the traction motors ‘growling’ and the steam loco 


working, with the breeze in our faces from the open 


_ Tait doors and windows. It was a magnificent experi- 
ence hard to describe in words. 


Arriving at Seymour about 12 minutes early, we had 


indications of problems ahead; the down local was still 


in the east platform. The grade crossing protection had 
failed electrically and the DERM was on the far side of 
the standard gauge line. The connection with the 22 19 
up Broadmeadows was not looking too good! 


Colin Rutledge promptly rose to the occasion and 
after gently reminding the train controller who sought 
to be informed whether the electrical fitter was present 
that he (Colin) was in fact his boss, there was a ceremo- 
nial smashing of glass to obtain the emergency release 
key. The local was quickly shunted and the DERM 
docked, loaded and despatched by 21 09, four minutes 
late. Poor Colin remained behind to deal with the 
failure and was unable to participate in the Broad- 
meadows run. Of such stuff are real railwaymen made. 


Driver John Knippel, with a deadline ahead of him, 
then proceeded to show the stuff of which DERMs are 
made! He steadily regained the lost time and in the fan 
trip tradition of a ‘fast run home’ reached Broadmea- 
dows at 22 13. The Melbourne contingent had time for 
‘three cheers’ before making their connection. Those 
returning to Seymour then took a breather and raided 
the local ‘take-away’ where Tibor conned two free bags 
of chips and dim sims from the proprietor. John then 
pointed us for home and although apparently not try- 
ing as hard as on the up trip had us home in just 62 
minutes. 


The success of every aspect of the day was due in no 
small measure to the willing co-operation of everybody 
involved, from the ElecRail volunteers to the Metrol 
controllers. The degree of success can be measured by 
the delight and pleasure that showed on the ex-Chair- 
man’s face and it can safely be said that we achieved 
what we set out to achieve. 


Well done everyone; as Seymour’s ‘fat controller’ 
says, ““We’ve done it one more time!”’. 


J515 hauling the veteran Tait train, approaches Footscray with a special to Newport to celebrate 100 years of 
Newport Workshops, and to acknowledge George Brown’s career in the Victorian Railways Sat.3.3.90. (John Dare) 
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Stawell - Grampians Line Revisited MICK GUINEY 


The short article on p.126 of the April 1990 Newsrail 
on the Stawell — Grampians line submitted by the Articles 
Editor contains some errors. Mick Guiney has submitted 
a more detailed article which he hopes will correct the 
situation. 


The Stawell to Grampians line was informally trans- 
ferred to the Victorian Railways Commissioners in 
1885, which was just three years after the opening of the 
tramway in 1882. From then until 1904 it received quasi 
recognition, being mentioned in various Annual 
Reports of the Commissioners. In the Annual Report 
for the Year Ending (shown hereafter as Y/E) 
30.6.1886, both Fyan’s Creek and Grampians stations 
are listed in the Return of Traffic at Stations. In the 
Report for the Y/E 30.6.1889, it is recorded that the line 
had been duplicated from Stawell to the junction of the 
Grampians Tramway Line (one mile). The Statement 
showing Cost of Each Line in the Report for the Report 
for the Y/E 30.6.1891 lists the following entry: 


Ararat to Stawell (including cost of line to Quarries) 
£151938. 


This entry, however, is incorrect, and although 
repeated in the Reports for 1892, 1893 and 1894, it is 
corrected in the Report for the Y/E 30.6.1895 when the 
following entry appears: 


Stawell to Horsham (including cost and mileage of line 
from Stawell station to junction of Grampians Quar- 
ries Tramway, viz 1 mile 7 chains). 


The cost of construction of the Grampians Tramway 
was never included in the Capital Expenditure 
Account of the Victorian Railways as this cost had 
been borne by the Public Works Department. 

In the Statement showing Dates of Opening and 
Length in Miles of the Different Sections of the 
Victorian Railways for the Y/E 30.6.1895 a note at the 
bottom of the list reads: 


Note — The Warranook, Carapooee and Mangalore 
ballast sidings, Grampians quarries tramway and 
branch line to the Great Morwell Coal Company’s 
mine are not included in the mileage opened for 
traffic. 

Nothing occurred in 1904 other than what would 
appear to be the ending of the de facto status of the 
Grampians line, and the recognition of it as part of the 
state’s rail system for all purposes, particularly main- 
tenance expenditure. This was no doubt brought about 
by the real threat of closure of the line during the 
period 1900-1904. The incorrect date of 1905 (which 
should really be the incorrect date of 1904) shown as 
the year in which the line opened came into existence 
for no other reason than what is very obviously a 
clerical error. 

The Statement showing Dates of Opening and 
Length in Miles of the Different Sections of the Vic- 
torian Railways is first listed in the Annual Report for 
the Y/E 30.6.1891. The first line shown is that from 
Flinders Street to Port Melbourne with the date Sep- 
tember 13, 1854 being listed on the left hand side in a 
column headed ‘Date of Opening’. Listed in following 
chronological order of opening are the various lines 
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and sections opened thereafter. This list showing the 
opening dates of the various lines and sections each 
year thereafter continues to be published in this format 
up to and including the Y/E 30.6.1929. In the Report for 
the Y/E 30.6.1904 the last line with an opening date 
(February 7, 1904) is the Springvale Cemetery Line. 
Listed under this line is the Stawell to Grampians line, 
with the mileage 15.84 miles being included in the total 
mileage of 3428.55 miles, but with NO opening date 
being shown. In the Report for the Y/E 30.6.1905, the 
Stawell to Grampians line is again listed at the bottom 
of the list, again with NO opening date shown, but this 
time under the Welshpool to Welshpool Jetty Line 
which opened on June 26, 1905. In the Report for the 
Y/E 30.6.1906 the Stawell to Grampians line remains 
under the Welshpool Jetty Line, again with NO open- 
ing date shown, and followed by the St Kilda to Park 
Street, Middle Brighton, electric street railway, shown 
as opening on 8 May, 1906. From this Report (Y/E 
30.6.1906) until and including the Report for the Y/E 
30.6.1929 the Stawell to Grampians line remains listed 
between the Welshpool Jetty line and the St Kilda to 
Park Street line, but at NO time does an opening date 
appear against it, even though dates appear for every 
other line opening. 


In the Annual Report for the Y/E 30.6.1930 the list of 
line openings ceases to be published, but instead a 
Statement showing the Total Cost of each Line which 
groups the various sections of main line and the respec- 
tive branch lines into the various districts is published. 
In this list, the Stawell to Grampians line is listed be- 
tween the Stawell to Horsham and Horsham to Dim- 
boola sections. It is the Annual Report for the Y/E 
30.6.1931 that begins the perpetration of showing the 
incorrect opening date of the Grampians line, as it is 
this Annual Report which shows the line as having 
opened on 26 June, 1905. It is obvious that when the 
compilation of the Annual Report for that year was 
being made, along with the restoration of the opening 
dates to the variously grouped lines the opening date of 
the Welshpool Jetty Line (26 June, 1905) was given to 
the Grampians line simply because it had been listed 
under the jetty line in 1905. This date of opening con- 
tinued to be published until, and including, the Report 
for the Y/E 30.6.1949, when the line was listed as hav- 
ing been closed on 29.3.1949. 


The 1919 Grade Book shows 1905 as being the year in 
which the Grampians line was opened and the com- 
piler of this publication no doubt made the same mis- 
take when looking for the opening date of the line as 
was made later in 1931. 


Now that the question surrounding the incorrect 
opening date of the Grampians Tramway has, hope- 
fully, been answered, perhaps some reader of Newsrail 
can enlighten us on another mystery involving this 
line. On 31.12.1886 the Engineer for Existing Lines 
endorsed a Traffic Branch recommendation that the 
machine known as the Flying Dutchman ceased run- 
ning on the Grampians Tramway now that ordinary 
trains were running. I, like a number of other people, 
would like to know what the Flying Dutchman was. 
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Above: J515 leaves Flinders Street yard hauling the veteran 
| TA IT TRA IN Tait train to Seymour where it will undergo maintenance work 


by the SLSPG volunteers on Sat.3.3.90. 


Below: The veteran Tait train set looks a little out of place 
around the Seymour turntable. Sat.31.3.90. (Both photos 
John Dare) 
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Peninsula Nostalgia 


Mr King’s article and the double page color spread 
(Newsrail, April 1990) certainly evoked considerable 
nostalgia for this area of quaint railway operation. 


HISTORY 


The 1917 public timetable reveals that the Mornington 
line was the more important of the Mornington and 
Stony Point lines, with through trains, a semi-express 
and a Sunday service. A through train departed Flin- 
ders Street at 08 10 on Monday to Saturday for Stony 
Point, arriving at 10 42. It departed on the return at 11 10 
to reach Flinders Street at 13 39. This would have con- 
nected with the ferry at Stony Point. Stony Point - 
Mornington Junction services departed at 07 00 and 
15 15 Monday to Friday and 07 00 and 12 55 Saturday; 
Mornington Junction-Stony Point services departed at 
18 55 Monday to Saturday. These trains connected with 
up/down Mornington services. 


Bittern, although a junction station, was probably 
not as busy as Mr King suggests. The Red Hill branch 
did not open until 1921, with road transport already 
becoming well established. Its passenger service was 
only modest, and there was no rail passenger service by 
1938. The standard station style, introduced in 1913, is 
strictly not Edwardian, as Edward VII had died in 1910. 
Through the late 50s and into the 60s the summer Sun- 
day pass. was usually hauled by a B class loco, and the 
whole train was reversed on the Crib Point triangle. 


LAST STEAM HAULED PASSENGER TRAIN, 
SATURDAY 28 NOVEMBER, 1959 


This train received special mention in the December 
1959 Divisional Diary. From Melbourne the train had 
been hauled by swingdoor motor carriages 9M and 
61M. June 1960 VR Newsletter had a two page article on 
the Mornington Peninsula lines. It mentioned that 
traffic had risen substantially with the replacement of 
steam trains (two return trips per day, Monday to 


RODERICK B SMITH 


Saturday), with railcars connecting with suburban 
trains at Frankston (five trips Monday to Friday, three 
trips Saturday). An increase of 20 000 trips per year was 
expected. In the first month of railcar service 1400 jour- 
neys were made from Somerville, compared with 660 
journeys in December 1958. Crib Point was the busiest 
station, with 50 000 passenger journeys per year. In 
1959 1200 t of superphosphate and general freight were 
shipped out through Stony Point and 550 t of freight 
were shipped in (mainly chicory). Five hundred thou- 
sand cases of fruit were shipped from Tyabb, and 250 


000 fruit trees were despatched from Somerville | 


(mainly over a 10 week period during May, June and 
July. 


ARHS AND ARE ROUND TRIPS 


The 1965 round trips did not involve the use of a 280 hp | 


Walker railcar. The first trips were run on Saturday 20 
February 1965. The ARHS travelled clockwise and the 
ARE anticlockwise. R704 worked one special to Nyora, 
being replaced there by J500 for the run to Anderson. 
D3 639 worked the other special to Stony Point. Be- 
tween Richmond and Caulfield the down specials ran 
parallel, for the first time in Victoria. A report appeared 
in the March 1965 Divisional Diary. A repeat tour was 
held on Saturday 13 March, with the same locomotive 
working. [Each organising body travelled in the oppo- 
site direction to that in which it had travelled three 
weeks previously — Editor.] On this occasion the ferry 


crossing was rough and the boat was diverted from | 


Cowes to Rhyll. A report appeared in the April 1965 
Divisional Diary. Eight hundred and forty eight pas- 
sengers were carried over the two days. On Saturday 11 
December, 1971 another joint round trip was organised. 
D3 639 worked the Anderson special and K184 worked 
the Stony Point special. The trains ran parallel from 
Flinders Street to Caulfield (except past signalbox E, 
Richmond) and again from Malvern to Richmond. A 
report appeared in the January 1972 Divisional Diary. 


ARE special at Frankston, waiting for J512 to take over for the run to Stony Point. Sat.27.9.69. 
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B77 arrives at Crib Point Naval Base at 10 58 with the second special for open day. Sun.3.10.76. 


The formula was revived yet again on Saturday 24 
November 1979; in June 1980 a photo fo K153 running 
parallel to K190 near Malvern was published, but no 
| article appeared. In March 1980 photos showing K153 
on the Stony Point portion and K190 at Lang Lang on 
the other portion were published. (The Wonthaggi line 
had been closed in November 1978.) 


VINTAGE TRAIN 


Both Mornington and Stony Point have been very 
popular Vintage Train destinations. It was from a sea- 
‘son of Mornington tours for the public on Sundays in 
January 1966 that the Vintage Train came into being. 
Stony Point tours usually include a cruise (described as 
‘ferry interesting’ in one brochure). On Sunday 5 
November 1967 the Stony Point Vintage Train was so 
popular that it ran in two divisions, one with D3 639 


and the other with K191 (the latter’s last working as a 
reserved tours locomotive). 


ARE SATURDAY 27.9.69 TOUR 


The special shown in the April 1990 Newsrail 
centrespread was run by the Association of Railway 
Enthusiasts, and no report appeared in contemporary 
Divisional Diaries. There was a report in Monarail, 
published by the Monash Railway Club. The special 
was scheduled to consist of 13BL (Pioneer), 23AV, 
1AV, 12BL (Enterprise), 35AV, 32AV and 15BC. 
worked by two swingdoor motor carriages to Franks- 
ton, and then J512 for the rest of the day. The timetable 
was: Flinders Street, platform 10 east, 08 58; Caulfield, 
09 13; Frankston, 09 47-10 00; Somerville 10 34— 41 
(cross railcar); Long Island Junction, 12 45—57; Tyabb 
13 00—15; Naval Base, 13 36-14 35: Stony Point, 14 


J512 running around the special train at the Crib Point Naval Base on Sat.27.9.69. (All photos Roderick B Smith) 
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Stony Point specials for motorbike grand prix — P17-SH27/22 P16 and A 73-N12-A81. Sun.9.4.89. (Roderick B Smith) 


44—15 25; Frankston, 16 50; Caulfield, 17 27—8; Flinders 
Street, platform 1 east, 17 45. The timetable had been 
carefully designed to fit around the working of the 
Stony Point, 06 58; Frankston, 07 40—5; Crib Point, 08 
13-18; Frankston, 08 58—09 25; Stony Point, 10 05—18; 
Frankston, 11 01-30; Naval Base, 12 09-25; Frankston, 
13 05-35; Stony Point, 1417. The Mornirgton railcar 
was no hazard; it rested at Frankston from 09 20 until 
12 30. 


The special was worked by 145M and 128M, with the 
destination roll showing ‘Stony Point’. I did not record 
the carriage numbers, probably because they matched 
the scheduled list (certainly, my photographs reveal 13 
BL—2xV—12BL—2xV—BC). It docked late, departed at 
09 03, was checked at Mentone and reached Frankston 
about eight minutes late. A Walker 153 hp railcar was in 
a siding. 


The J had trouble on the climb to Langwarrin, attri- 
buted to poor coal. A stop to raise steam (or to clean 
the fire) was converted to a photostop, and the cross 
with 81RM was altered to be at Baxter, where the spe- 
cial waited from 10 50 till 10 56. I was standing only 
about two metres from Frank Cross, and my photo 
shows five tour officials tipping better coal from bags to 
the front of the tender. 


The Long Island branch had been opened earlier in 
the year (29.4.69) and had lots of bare earth and very 
little vegetation (in contrast to the condition seen on 
the railmotor tour to the same location on Saturday 7 
May 1988). The timetable was generous. Even with fre- 


208 


quent photostops on the branch (including a triple run © 
at the Armco ‘tunnel’), we returned to the junction 30 | 
minutes early and had to wait for half an hour for the — 
up railcar to clear Somerville. The J ran around at 
Tyabb, via the coolstore siding. At the naval base there 
was plenty of time to inspect the location while the J 
was watered with a firehose, and to obtain photos of | 
the J beside a mounted gun. At Stony Point the railcar | 
was stabled in the goods siding, and local people had | 
the tea stall in operation for us. Several photostops | 
were held on the up journey and we greatly surprised | 
the crowd at Richmond station returning from a foot- | 
ball grand final. 


RED HILL LINE | 


The Rail Tourist Association organised a hike over the 
former Red Hill line on Sunday 30 November 1986, 
commencing at Red Hill. The first section is now a 
public walking trail, then comes a section heavily over- | 
grown with blackberries and the old trackbed runs 
through farmland once it has descended from the main 
ridge. At Red Hill a set of bufferstops can be found. 


1989 MOTORBIKE GRAND PRIX | 


On Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 April 1989 several special 
trains were run to Stony Point to cater for patrons of | 
the motorcycle Grand Prix held on Phillip Island. | 
Push-pull trains with H sets and P class locos were | 
used, as was a DRC. One special had two N sets with an 

A class loco at each end. 
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General News 


spencer Street station car park: Coin in the slot park- 
ag meters were installed at Spencer Street station car 
ark during March. This news will come as a shock to 
aose accustomed to parking their vehicles there while 
atronising day or weekend tours. In the latter case it 
ould cost around $50 if someone could be on hand to 
zed the meters. No nearby commercial parking sta- 
ions are open on Sundays and parking is generally at a 
iremium in adjacent streets. Parking has progressively 
ecome more difficult as areas for rail patrons and per- 
ons meeting or farewelling trains have been taken 
ver by the placement of the new bus terminal on car 
ark land. On a recent occasion three people who 
trived there 40 minutes prior to departure of their 
rain eventually missed catching it for a weekend tour. 
3ecause of the bank up of traffic in the car park they 
vere forced to make three circuits of it without finding 
| vacant spot. Seeking help, from a man wearing a 
7/Line jumper, on their third attempt, they were told 
‘Sorry mate, you’re only one of many. It’s bloody 
1opeless since they stuck the bus shed there”. They 
hen had to apply for fare refunds and try to claim on 
.ccommodation and bus travel paid in advance. 


NSW tragedy: On Sun.6.5 tragedy struck a special 
>xcursion train just south of Hawkesbury River station 
when a Sydney bound interurban electric train ran into 
he rear of an excursion train hauled by 3801. Six 
people, including the driver of the interurban lost their 
ives in the accident. State Rail investigators have 
stated that a build up of sand on the rails caused a signal 
‘ailure and also that a hand brake in one of the special 
rain’s carriages was tampered with. SRANSW have 
suspended all steam hauled excursions until the results 
of an enquiry into the accident are known. 


MetTicket decision: The Equal Opportunity Board on 
Tues.8.5 ordered the Met to employ conductors on all 
trams, a move that could cost the state government 
about $24 million a year. In a case involving the Disa- 
bility Action Group, the Equal Opportunity Board 
ruled that the MetTicket scheme unlawfully discrimi- 
nated against disabled people. It ordered the Met to 
abandon scratch tickets for the disabled and scrap its 
plans to remove conductors from trams. The new 
Transport Minister, Mr Spyker had previously 
announced that an alternative to scratch tickets was 
being investigated and that paper tickets would be 
re-introduced as an interim measure. On Mon.14.5 the 
state government announced that it would appeal 
against the decision handed down by the Equal Oppor- 
tunity Board. 


Funds for rail: The Transport Minister, Mr Spyker 
announced on Wed.16.5 that the state government will 
ask for a grant of $300 million to help Victoria’s public 
transport system out of its financial plight. Funds 
would be used basically for two purposes, the first 
being to finance a redundancy program to reduce the 
Public Transport Corporation’s workforce by at least 
800. The other area to receive funds, if the request is 
successful, would be the upgrading of the Melbourne 
to Albury standard gauge line. About $200 million is 
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needed to upgrade this line alone, money that is at 
present beyond any transport budget in Victoria. 


Since 1983, all states have been considered to have 
received a raw deal from Canberra in relation to money 
for railways. During 1982/83 the states received $65 
million in allocations for rail; in 1983/84 $11 million 
was received and nothing has been received since. 
Another blow to the railways was the imposition of fuel 
excise, of which approximately $450 million has been 
raised by the federal government with none of the 
amount raised being returned to the states’ railway sys- 
tems. 


Consider the Melbourne - Sydney corridor. Since 
1983 the federal government has invested $700 million 
in major improvement works to the Hume Highway 
but has not contributed anything to the Melbourne- 
Sydney rail corridor. At the time of going to press, a 
cool reception to Mr Spyker’s request has been 
received in Canberra. 


On Wed.23.5 it was announced that the Met had a 
budget blowout for the 89/90 financial year of over $50 
million and that the Public Transport Corporation had 
suspended payment of many bills. The corporation’s 
Chief Executive, Mr Stoney said he hoped the full 
blowout for 89/90 would be under $100 million, but 
would not estimate a final figure. The: financial 
squeeze is a result of a series of problems in the Met 
which include: 


* The failure of MetTicket, coupled with the five week 
tram strike. 


* Poor service reliability, forcing thousands of would 
be passengers to seek over forms of transport. 


* The government’s inability to reduce the number of 
jobs in the Met 


* An unprecedented increase in graffiti and vandalism 
on rolling stock and other Met property which will 
cost $18 million to repair this year. 


Public Transport Corporation: The Transport Min- 
ister, Mr Spyker, on Tues.8.5 terminated the services of 
Mr Keith Fitzmaurice who still had four years of his 
five year appointment to run. On Wed.9.5 it was 
announced that Mr Jan Stoney was appointed as Chief 
Executive of the Corporation. Mr Stoney was pre- 
viously in charge of the Roads Corporation and has no 
experience in public transport. At a news conference 
held shortly after his appointment, Mr Stoney said his 
task was to deliver “‘a safe, reliable, clean and regular 
public transport service” which he believed was in con- 
trast to the present system. Mr Stoney said the only 
way to win over Victorians was to deliver improve- 
ments to the system. 


Mr Spyker said Mr John King, the Director General 
of Transport had offered to resign after he became 
Minister, but his job was secure as long as he wanted it. 
Despite Mr Spyker’s comments, it is believed he and 
Mr King will discuss new duties for the Director- 
General of Transport. An announcement on the 
position should come within the next two months. 
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meanwhile, senior transport officials have urged Mr 
Spyker to complete his purge of the bureaucracy 
quickly, so the new management can concentrate on 
transport’s problems. Some officials are pencilled in 
for new positions, but Mr Spyker will not reveal who 
they are or when they will go. 


Fast trains update: During May, several Victorian gov- 
ermment ministers indicated they would not approve 
the VFT’s route passing through Gippsland. The 
ministers included the Premier, Mr Cain and the Con- 
servation and Environment Minister Mr Crabb. Mr 
Crabb said he would be “astonished” and “absolutely 
amazed” if the consortium could come up with 
an environmentally acceptable way of putting “a 400 
metre wide supersonic swathe through the Australian 
Alps”, and questioned the financial arrangements. Mr 
Cain and the Transport Minister also have referred to 
environmental problems. A spokesperson for the VFT 
consortium commenting after the release of the minis- 
ters’ views said that the consortium may well look else- 
where if the group failed to gain approval on a viable 
route through Victoria. The Victorian government 
have virtually sounded the death knell for the Gipps- 
land route even though an environmental study being 
undertaken is not complete. 


The state government is still negotiating with private 
enterprise and the State Rail Authority of NSW to 
develop a fast freight train between Melbourne and 
Sydney. Transport companies Mayne Nickless, TNT 
(who are part of the VFT consortium) and Brambles 
are believed to support the plan to create the fast 
freight service. Central to the plan will be substantial 
capital improvements to the existing rail line and the 
possibility of allowing transport companies to charter 


N474 arrives at Ballarat East on the 12 50 down 


SRN NAG 
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their own trains to achieve greater efficiency. A time o 
nine hours is planned for the journey and an earlie 
assessment on the feasibility of the fast freight train ha: 
put the possible increase in the rail authorities’ share o 
freight business at between 25 and 60 per cent. Suppor 
of the federal government is believed to have beer 
obtained for the proposal. 


National freight: An initial investigation into interstate 
rail freight operations suggests that a single nationa 
organisation could not only run at a profit, but woulc 
generate significant economic and social benefits fo: 
Australia. 


The report, released on Fri.11.5 by the Nationa! 
Freight Initiative Committee, was compiled by Booz: 
Allen & Hamilton and Travers Morgan with the sup- 
port of state and federal governments and major rai 
freight users. It says the turn around from the $302 
million loss in 1988/89 to a potential profit of $37 mil- 
lion by 1993/94, can be achieved through the establish- 
ment of a national rail freight organisation, improve- 
ments in infrastructure and changes to work practices. 
The report states that Australia’s GDP could receive a 
boost of between $850 million and $1000 million 
depending on the option chosen. Road infrastructure 
costs could drop by over $200 million, while the cost to 
the community of road accidents could drop by over 
$80 million. The environmental benefits are harder to 
quantify. However, on average interstate rail freight 
movement is far more fuel efficient and has lower 
emission of greenhouse gases. Currently some 40% of 
the estimated 15 million tonnes moved annually be- 
tween Australian capitals is moved by rail. This varied 
from 22% on the Sydney - Melbourne route to 75% to 
Perth. 


Ballarat pass. on Wed.25.4.90. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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Operations 


sENERAL 


4 hours at Sunshine: A correspondent recently braved 
ie elements at Sunshine from 03 00 on Tues.1.5 to 03 
0 on Wed.2.5 observing all movements of both 
’/Line and Met trains. The following is a summary of 
in passed through. 


A total of 137 V/Line movements took place in the 
4 hours which can be summarised as follows: 

No. of 
ine Pass. Freight LE RM Wagons EMU 
iG 71 36 5 4 915 115 
G 4 14 3 _ 280 _ 
fotals 75 50 8 4 1195 115 


Yancelled were 8001, 8004, 9258, 8152, 9345, 9390, 
| 9224, 9698, 9696 = 9. 
e-routed via Essendon were 9317, 9346, 9343 (Apex) 


‘ottenham Yard - Brooklyn trains sighted were 9170, 
9167, 9169, 9260, 9249, 9404, 9150 (saw all trains 
through Sunshine this day but missed several on the 
Tottenham - Brooklyn line e.g. 9430). There was an 
average of approx 23 bogie wagons on each of the 50 
freights sighted. Only two grain trains were noted. 
V/Line passenger services on time to within three 
minutes = 60 of 75. Freight trains on time to within 
30 minutes = 28 of 50. 
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Locos noted: BG 73 plus one DRC, SG 12 = 86 units of 
a possible 257. 


Class by class: A 4 of 11, B 1 of 6, C 3 of 10, G 6 of 30, 
H 1 of 5, N7 of 25, P 12 of 13, S 5 of 10, T 20 of 37, 
X 14 of 24, Y 1 of 43, BL 3 of 7, 700 2 of 6, 930 0 
(banned as lead units), 81 6 of 15, 422 banned in 
Victoria, DRC 1 of 4, RM 0 of 2. 


Met services: All were noted with most on time and the 
latest only 6 minutes. Of approx. 121 regular EMUs per 
weekday, only six were, cancelled three down and 
three up services; all four ‘corporation’ runs and one 
down and one up in the afternoon peak were cancelled 
because of occupation. Both peaks were operated by 
95% 6 car Comeng sets with the off peak nearly all 6 car 
Hitachi and all 3 car Comeng in the evening off peak. 
6 car sets 3 car sets 
Comeng 
Hitachi 31 
The grand total of all movements was 252 trains. In 
comparison, in 1980 in 18 hours spent at Sunshine be- 
tween 06 00 and 00 00 on Fri.13.6.80, the following were 
noted (EMUs not recorded): 
Line Pass. Freight RM LE 
BG 32 43 2* 2 
SG 6 10 = = 
Totals 38 53 2 2 = 95 in 18 hours 
of which nine were grain trains (empty and loaded) 


*only DRC42 passed 


N457 arrives at Ararat with the 07 55 down Dimboola pass. at 11 15 on Sat.10.3.90. (Graham Withers) 
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SOUTH WEST 


Timetable changes: Changes which took place on the 
south west line from Sun.3.6 were as follows: 


8216: the 06 45 South Geelong - Melbourne train will 
operate as eight cars Mon. to Fri. The bus departing 
from Geelong at 06 45 ceased to operate. 


8230: the 08 25 South Geelong - Melbourne pass. has 
an additional carriage attached Tues. to Fri. The 16 
56 (8255) pass. Spencer Street - Geelong is increased 
to six carriages and the 16 50 supplementary bus runs 
on Fri. only. 


8236: Westcoaster from Warrnambool departs earlier at 
06 35, with an arrival at Spencer Street at 09 52. 


Geelong pass.: On Wed.25.4 the 06 50 up Warrnam- 
bool pass., hauled by B64 arrived at Spencer Street and 
formed the 11 00 down Geelong and return and the 
14 00 down Geelong. 


Warrnambool special: V/Line operated a special train 
to the Grand Annual at Warrnambool on Thurs.3.5. 
Departing Spencer Street at 07 00 the consist was 
N475-N12-Murray-N6-Norman. Departure from Warr- 
nambool was at 18 30. The regular down pass. was built 
up to 2xN sets and departed at the earlier time of 08 30 
instead of the normal time of 08 43. Consist was 
N458-D337-D319 N8-N14. 


Football trains: V/Line ran a special football train to 
South Geelong on Sun.13.5 for the game between 
Geelong and Richmond. The train was tabled to leave 
Spencer Street at 11 25 and arrive at South Geelong at 
12 33. In addition, the 09 35 and 11 35 down Geelong 
trains were extended to South Geelong. 


WEST 


Timetable changes: Changes on the western line took 
effect from Sun.3.6. They are as follows: 


The 07 18 (8116) Bacchus Marsh - Spencer Street pass. 
operates with an extra carriage and the 16 20 Spencer 
Street - Bacchus Marsh operates with an extra carri- 
age. 

The 06 40 Ballarat - Spencer Street train departs later at 
06 45 and runs express from Ballan to Sunshine. 


A separate train originates from Bacchus Marsh at 
07 42. 


The 09 12 (8111) down service departs later at 10 05 
instead of 09 12. A new service departs Spencer 
Street at 17 42, picking up at North Melbourne and 
Sunshine, then running express to Ballan, terminat- 
ing at Ballarat. 8131, 17 47 now terminates at 
Bacchus Marsh. 


The Wimmera Limited departs earlier at 17 11, replac- 
ing the 17 10 bus to Ballarat Mon. to Fri. 


Level crossing accident: On Thurs.10.5, a truck 
crashed into the side of the 07 55 down Dimboola pass. 
at Dooen. The crossing is protected by flashing lights 
and it is believed that the lights were operating at the 
time of the accident. The truck struck the side of 
ACNI2, injuring two passengers. ACN12 and D318 
were derailed in the accident and buses were substi- 
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tuted for 8146 up pass. The N set was towed to Newpor 
on Fri.11.5. 


Dimboola pass.: On Thurs.12.4, the 17 35 down Dim 
boola pass. was hauled by $301. On Thurs.3.5, becaus¢ 
of a special train being operated for the Warrnamboo 
Grand Annual, the 07 55 down Dimboola pass. con 
sisted of X44-D358 5BJ-3RBJ-3AJ-3PCO. On arrival a 
Spencer Street the set formed the 18 38 down Bacchu: 
Marsh pass. On Thurs.18.5 the 07 55 down pass. hac 
X42-X54-A71 as motive power, while the followins 
day, Fri.18.5, the up Dimboola pass. arrived at Spence: 
Street behind $310-963. This train is normally the pre: 
serve of N class locos but some variation can still be 
seen. Examples are as follows: 


Mon.2.4, X49; Tues.3.4, X49; Wed.4.4, X54; Tues. 10.4 
X35; Fri.l2.4, A81; Sat.13.4, N460-S301-N4-N18 
N454-A62-N9-N6 (afternoon pass.); Wed.25.4, X35 
Thurs.26.4, X35; Tues.1.5, X47; Wed.2.5, N45]. 
S317-X52; Fri.18.5, 310-963; Sat.19.5, X41; Mon.21.5 
5310; with the highlight for May being Sat.26.5 or 
a down pass: X31-X49-D306-3PCO-5BJ-3RBJ-3AJ. 
Avoca. 


Another tourist railway?: A portion of the disusec 
Millewa line is being earmarked as a tourist railway 
The Red Cliffs Rotary club and Sunraysia Steam 
Preservation Society have asked the Shire to obtain « 
nine kilometre section of the line from Red Cliffs tc 
Thurla. The tourist train would be hauled by a narrow 
gauge steam loco that oncé hauled briquettes to the 
Red Cliffs pumping station. 


Multiple power: Stawell still provides good photo 
opportunities during daylight hours of inter-system 
multiple lash-ups as the following sightings confirm. 


Fri.13.4, C502-C501-C507 up express goods at 12 04. 
Sun.29.4, G536-703-C506 up express goods at 08 50. 


Sun.6.5,: G536-C506-G535-706-S307 up express goods 
at 08 58. 


Sun.13.5, C510-C509-C506 up express goods at 08 53. 
Sun.20.5, BL31-C506-703 up express goods at 09 04. 
Sun.27.5, BL32-701-X53 up express goods at 09 08. 


Service changes: For three weeks commencing from 
Tues.15.5 the 08 50 and 12 15 down Ballarat and the 
11 40 and 14 25 up Ballarat passenger services were 
replaced by buses for the off peak weekday runs. This 
was to allow for essential maintenance to be carried out 
between Ballan and Warrenheip. 


NORTH 


Timetable changes: The new timetable which com- 
menced on Sun.3.6 has a number of changes on the 
Bendigo line. They are as follows: 


The 06 50 (8026) up pass. now departs Bendigo at 06 35 
with an arrival time at Spencer Street of 08 50. 8071 
down pass. Fri. only now departs Spencer Street earlier 
at 20 15, while 8061, the down Northerner departs Mel- 
bourne at 17 50. 8081, the down Sunday pass. now 
departs Spencer Street at 09 30 and terminates at Ben- 
digo, to form the return working at 17 00. The former: 
8085, 16 10 down Sun. pass. will now depart at 16 30,| 
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while 8085 down pass. is timed to depart at 20 50 and 
‘un to Swan Hill. A new day return service to Echuca 
jas been introduced on Tues., Wed. and Thurs. Leav- 
ng Spencer Street at 09 10, it has a bus connection at 
Murchison East and the return journey is via Bendigo 
with a Melbourne arrival at 20 40. 


Swan Hill pass.: Following the introduction of a new 
imetable from Sun.3.6 there is no longer a day return 
ail trip to Swan Hill on Sunday. The last day return 
was on Sun.20.5. Total occupation of Bendigo on the 
weekend of 26/27.5 meant that buses were used be- 
ween Castlemaine and Eaglehawk on the down. Nor- 
mally this train was double-headed but for the last 
-hree runs was operated by a solo loco, Sun.6.5 by 
N473, Sun.13.5 by N461 and Sun.20.5 by N468. Other 
ocos noted on Swan Hill passenger services were A81 
on Thurs.10.5, A62 on Fri.11.5, N475 on Tues.15.5, 
A66 on Fri.18.5 and N455 on Wed.23.5. 


Bendigo news: During May there has been a grain 
rogram resulting in a number of block grain trains 
operating through Bendigo. In fact, there were prob- 
ably more block grain trains operating during the 
month than there were during the height of the grain 
season. The grain movements started in earnest on 
Mon.30.4 with G511-G530-30xVHGF arriving from 
Piangil at 17 43, followed closely by X51-X50-21x- 
VHGEF at 17 55 from Echuca. On Tues.1.5, G537-G532 
37xVHGF on 1216 block grain from Swan Hill arrived 
at 21 31. On Mon.7.5, G539-23xVHGF were noted 
passing through Eaglehawk at 17 34. Tues.8.5 saw 
G532-G539-31xVHGF arrive from Echuca at 19 03, 
Wed.9.5, G543-G511 40xVHGF arrived from Piangil at 
18 08 with G513-G527-40xVHGF from Echuca arriv- 
ing at 19 37, while on Thurs.10.5, G532-G537 arrived 
from Maryborough at 02 28 and departed for Swan Hill 
at 04 00. This was a busy day for the Maryborough line 
as later that day a special pass. hauled by an N arrived 
from Maryborough at 14 53 and then ran to the Ben- 
digo workshops. The pass. departed Bendigo at 16 56 
for Melbourne. On Fri.11.5, 1216 up block grain arrived 
from Swan Hill at 17 20 behind G526-G539. 


Other block grains sighted during the month were 
Mon.14.5, X49-T403-T404 30xVHGF arriving from 
Echuca at 18 04; Wed.16.5, G537-G526-VQCX-29x 
VHGF arriving from Piangil at 18 20; Thurs.17.5, 
G513-G528 34xVHGF arriving at 21 29; Mon.21.5, 
G513-G528 arriving at Bendigo at 19 15; Tues.22.5, 
G512-G537-43xVHGF arriving from Piangil at 21 35 
and crossing a down Piangil block grain consisting of 
G526-G539-41x VHGF; Wed.23.5, with G5S39-G526 on 
an up block grain (these two locos were sighted at 
North Geelong the previous day). 


Other news of interest was the working of B65 on 9064 
up goods from Echuca on Thurs.10.5, arriving at 19 20 
as B65-T383. T393 was attached to 9064 at 21 20 for the 
run to Melbourne. The same day, a plant train operated 
to Korong Vale with T393, returning to Bendigo in the 
late afternoon. On Fri.11.5, X34-T399 operated the 
down Echuca goods out of Bendigo, with X34 return- 
ing solo on 9064 goods. The highlight of the month’s 
sightings was 9064 goods on Mon.14.5 when X40- 
T383-T399-S300-P21 took the goods out of Bendigo for 
the run south. The passenger train highlight of the 
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month was on Wed.23.5 when X42-X45-D322-D358- 
Z57 were the consist of the 06 50 up pass. 


Echuca news: During May the staple diet of X and 
T class continued in the area. Some exceptions were 
noted such as Tues.1.5 when G515-G541 ran a block 
grain, collecting 10xVHGF at Echuca and clearing 
VHGFs from Elmore on the up trip. On Tues.8.5 
G533-G539 ran another block grain out of Echuca 
whilst on Thurs.10.5 B65-T383 ran 9064 up goods out 
of Echuca. 


There is plenty of grain moving across the border at 
the moment; listed are some of the sightings. 


Wed.2.5, X35-19xVHGF arrived on the up at 16 36. 

Thurs.3.5, X31-17xVHGEF arrived on the up at 14 30. 

Wed.9.5, X40-20xVHGEF arrived on the up at 16 38. 

Mon.14.5, X40-9xVHGF arrived on the up at 13 05. 

er X43-18xVHGF departed on a down train at 
50. 


Sat.26.5, X33-T400 were the first locos for some time to 
be stabled at Echuca over a weekend. 


California Gully siding: For the first time in many 
years this siding was used to shunt a passenger train, 
because of the total occupation of Bendigo over the 
weekend of Sat.26.5/Sun.27.5 and Eaglehawk having 
just a single road now. On Sat.26.5 the up Northerner 
arrived at Eaglehawk at 08 55 and passengers were 
transferred to buses for the journey to Castlemaine to 
resume their trip by rail. At 09 15, N465-D-N15 arrived 
at California Gully where the loco detached, leaving 
the carriages on the main line. The loco ran round, 
re-attached and departed for Eaglehawk at 09 40. The 
train stood there until it formed the down service that 
night. 

The procedure was repeated on Sun.27.5 with an 
Eaglehawk arrival of 19 07, arrival at California Gully at 
19 22 and with a departure for Swan Hill as empty cars 
at 19 50. On Mon.28.5 the up Northerner terminated at 
Eaglehawk where it was stabled until 16 55 when it ran 
into Bendigo, being the first train to pass through the 
new boom barrier protected crossings at Nolan Street 
and Williamson Street. 


NORTH EAST 


58RM: To celebrate 58RM’s 60th birthday, the SLSPG 
operated a special trip to Dookie and return on Sat.5.5. 
58RM-43BPL left Seymour at 11 07 and returned by 
17 37. 


Timetable changes: There are changes to the services 
on the north east following the introduction of the new 
timetable from Sun.3.6. The major change is to the 05 
47 departure from Seymour which now departs 7 
minutes earlier at 05 40 with a Spencer Street arrival of 
07 10. 8326, the 14 50 up Sun. pass. from Albury is 
tabled to leave 10 minutes earlier at 14 40. All pas- 
senger services on the Goulburn Valley line run to 
accelerated schedules and on-train catering has been 
extended to cover all services to Cobram. 


Block quarry: Additional quarry product wagons have 
recently begun service on the Kilmore East - Westall 
Apex Quarry block train. The wagons noted to 
Tues.22.5 were VHQF201 (ex VWHDX201) and 
VHQF208 (ex VHDX208). 
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| 
Above: A85 waits to depart Spencer Street with the last dow! 
Sunraysia on Wed.30.5.90. 


Below: A62 has just arrived at Spencer Street at 18 40 with th 
last up Sunraysia on Wed.30.5.90. (Both photos Grahan 
Withers) 
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302 Seymour pass.: This early morning pass. out of 
eymour still provides plenty of loco variety, even 
hough the use of B class locos has diminished slightly. 
ightings are as follows for May: 


‘ues.1.5, T369 Mon.14.5, B64 
Ved.2.5, T388 Tues.15.5, B76-T371 
“hurs.3.5, T384 Wed.16.5, P21-T368 
'ri.4.5, 1379 Thurs.17.5, T406 
Aon.7.5, B76 Fri.18.5, T400-T407 


‘ues.8.5, T390-T402 
Ved.9.5, B80-T368 
“hurs.10.5, B76-T399 
*ri.11.5, B80 


Mon.21.5, B61 
Tues.22.5, X31 
Wed.23.5, T399 
Tues.29.5, B64. 


} class in the North East: The B class locos still reg- 
larly work the NE and Goulburn Valley lines and can 
ye seen on the whole range of V/ Line’s transport tasks. 
‘ollowing are sightings recorded at Mangalore during 
ay: 

‘ues.1.5, 19 50 B64 on down Cobram pass. 

Ned.2.5,: 08 08 B64 on a return working of a Cobram 
pass. and again at 19 43 on a down Cobram pass. 
“hurs.3.5, 08 10 B64 on a return working of a Cobram 

pass. 

yat.5.5,: 01 39 B65-T403-T399 on a down NE goods. 

Mon. 7.5,: 09 42 B64 on a down Albury pass., and at 14 
50 on a return working. 

fues.8.5, 22 03 B65-S313-T410 on an up NE goods. 

Ned. 9.5,: 01 10 B75-T402 on a down NE goods, 05 50 

| B64-T406 on another down NE goods. 

(hurs.10.5, 01 15 B80-T388 on a down NE goods, 21 35 

_ B7S5- X38 on an up NE goods, 23 46 B61-T374 on a 

- down NE goods. 

sat.12.5, 01 40 B75-T386 on a down NE goods. 

Mlon.14.5, 21 50 B76-X42 on an up NE goods, 22 41 
B75-X45 on up Albury steel train. 

Tues. 15.5, 01 15 B61-T395 on a down NE goods, 19 41 
B64 on a down Cobram pass., 23 20 B61-T396- 

_ T380-S306 on up NE goods. 

Ned.16.5, 01 18 B75-T392 on a down NE goods, 08 03 
B64 on a return working of a Cobram pass., 21 12 
X38-X40-B75 on up Albury steel train. 

Thurs.17.5, 01 46 B61-T385 on a down NE goods, 23 02 
X36-B61 on an up NE goods. 

"1.18.5, 01 20 B75 on a down NE goods, 23 30 
B75-1377-X34 on up Albury steel train. 

sat.19.5, 00 28 B61-T400 on a down NE goods. 

Mion.21.5, 22 40 B75 on an up NE goods, 23 38 
B76-X47-T387 on up Albury steel train. 

[Tues.22.5, 21 44 B80 on down empty steel train. 

Wed.23.5, 01 25 B76-T396 on a down NE goods, 23 28 
X51-B80-B76 on an up NE goods. 

Other events recorded at Mangalore during the month 

were: 

Mon.1.5, X32 worked a down and up Cobram pass. 

~ seen at 10 41 and 15 40. 

Wed.2.5, 08 49 A78-X49 on up Albury pass., 18 41 X54 
on down Albury pass. and 19 00 N458-S312 on up 

_ Albury pass. (these two trains crossed at Avenel). 
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Thurs.3.5, 13 40 X52-S317-N452 on down Albury pass. 


Fri.4.5, 09 19 Y133 on down special Goulburn Valley 
goods. 


Sat.5.5, 17 34 58RM-43BPL on up Dookie special pass. 

Sun.6.5, 17 03 X34 on up Albury pass. 

Mon.7.5, 13 06 T403 on up NE sleeper special, returned 
on the down at 13 41 on the Goulburn Valley line. 

Tues.8.5, X43 on a down and up Albury pass. at 09 40 
(down) and 14 55 (up). 

Wed.9.5, 08 44 X54-X38-N469 on up Albury pass. 

Fri.11.5, 23 20 X41-A71-T368 on up NE steel train. 

Tues. 15.5, X40 on down and up Cobram pass. at 10 38 
(down) and 15 40 (up). 

Thurs.17.5, 18 30 S301-A85 on up Albury pass. 


STANDARD GAUGE 


Intercapital Daylight: Because of the failure of an 81, 
and with no other suitable units being available, the up 
Intercapital Daylight was hauled by C505, arriving at 
Spencer Street at 21 19 on Fri.11.5. On Sat.19.5 another 
81 failed on the Daylight, this time 8180 which hauled 
the down Daylight from Spencer Street. After a cross at 
McIntyre Loop 8180 failed. 8170 was dispatched from 
Dynon and arrived at 09 49 and attached to the front of 
8180 to continue the journey north and departed MclIn- 
tyre Loop at 09 53. At Albury the 81s were detached 
and G521 took over as motive power for the run to 
Sydney. 


Express late: On Sat.19.5 the Melbourne Express 
arrived at Spencer Street five hours late because of 
industrial trouble in Sydney. It crossed a late running 
Daylight at Benalla Loop. 


Mangalore sightings: Sightings on the standard gauge 
during May are listed: 
Tues.1.5 13 21 G516-T411 on a down goods. 


Mon.7.5, 07 22 G518-G516 on the Melbourne Express, 
C504-X37-T411 on a down goods at 12 40. 


Tues.8.5, 13 18 X37-T411 on a down goods. 
Thurs.10.5, 07 05 C505-X37 on an up goods. 
Sun.13.5, 21 40 8174-8177 on the Sydney Express. 
Sun.20.5, 21 33 G516-G525 on the Sydney Express. 
Sun.27.5, 21 35 G521-G523 on the Sydney Express. 


EAST 


New times: Following the introduction of the new 
timetable from Sun.3.6 the major changes are: 


8415, the down Sale and 8438, the up Sale run to an 
accelerated schedule. 


8432, the Gippslander departs Bairnsdale earlier at 12 30 
with a Melbourne arrival of 16 20. A new lunchtime 
connection is provided Mon. to Thurs. at Lang Lang 
to Wonthaggi and Inverloch with a train departure 
time from Melbourne of 12 35. On board catering 
has been extended to cover all services to and from 
Bairnsdale. 


Warragul news: Punctuality is still a problem on this 
line. Happenings in the area during May are as follows: 
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* On Mon.30.4, the 06 00 (8406) up Traralgon left War- 
ragul 13 minutes late at 06 58. On Thurs.3.5, the 13 53 
(4067) down Warragul was 14 late at Warragul, arriv- 
ing at 15 40, the 16 58 (8423) down Traralgon was a 
little over an hour late and the 18 05 (8431) down 
Bairnsdale was 20 minutes late. On Tues.8.5, the 
17 53 (4083) down Warragul arrived at 20 11, 46 min- 
utes late. On Wed.9.5, the 15 45 (8421) down Traral- 
gon arrived at Warragul at 17 58, 30 minutes late. 


* On Thurs.10.5, the 16 28 (4069) down Warragul 
arrived at Flinders Street platform 8 at 16 26, but was 
then held till 16 34, by which the guard arrived at the 
rear guard’s compartment of the six car Hitachi set. 
The train then lost a further two or three minutes in 
Flinders Street yard. Warragul arrival was 12 late at 
18 13. When a six car set runs to Warragul (4069 & 
4083) the guard changes to the rear carriage at 
Pakenham. On this occasion, it appears that the 
guard used the rear carriage from Flinders Street. 


* On Thurs.17.5, the 06 39 (4015) down Warragul did 
not form 4030 (09 19) up Warragul but instead sta- 
bled in the siding which is part of the former loop. 
This was because of trackwork on the down line be- 
tween Longwarry and Warragul. The set formed 
4072, the 16 25 up Warragul. The same arrange- 
ments were to apply on Fri.18.5, with occupation of 
the up line and single line working. Track machines 
were stabled in Warragul yard when not in use, over 
several weeks. Buses were used for 4030 and 4067 on 
the days on which single line working applied. On 
Thurs.17.5 the up Gippsiander (8432) left Warragul 
at 16 02 (27 late), and 4072, the 16 25 up Warragul left 
16 minutes late at 16 41. 


METROPOLITAN 


Crib Point derailment: K163 and train were not far into 
their journey on Sat.28.4 when disaster struck. The 
tender of K163 and the leading bogie of 33MT derailed 
over a scotch block as the train approached the Stony 
Point line at about 07 10. Rather than cancel the trip 
altogether, it was decided to take T409 from the regular 
Stony Point pass. and run the Seymour special with it. 


As T409 neared the derailment site, a rail broke 
underneath the loco causing it to derail also. The 
MRPS then had no choice but to cancel the trip. Buses 
were used to operate the Frankston - Stony Point pas- 
senger service. At about 11 30, two relief locos arrived, 
B80-T410. T410 was shut down in No.3 road at Crib 
Point until T409 was rerailed and it was used to tow 
T409 back to Dynon. B80 was used to operate the 
Stony Point pass. 


B on goods: On Sat.28.4, 9529 and 9530 steel trains were 
worked by B76. The same day saw 9533 goods worked 
by B61-B64. On Tues.1.5, 9334 goods was worked by 
B76-B65-B64, while the later train (9529) was worked 
by B75. 


Unusual combination: On Thurs.3.5, the unusual com- 
bination of A78-C509 worked 9334/9167 Long Island 
steel trains. Later in the day B76 worked 9529/9345 
empty steel trains. 


Long Island derailment: At about 04 30 on Fri.4.5, 
S313-T381 derailed over a catchpoint while leaving 
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Long Island with 9520 empty steel train to Tottenhar 
Rerailing began soon after daylight, and the tra 
departed at about 14 30, some 10 hours late. 


Footscray sightings: Close on four hours lineside | 
Footscray proved interesting on Fri.27.4. At 09 § 
705-HS-G535-G539 provided plenty of power on 91‘ 
goods ex Mt Gambier. 8166 on 9664 up standard gaug 
goods was next past at 09 55, followed at 10 35 by G53: 
703 on 9148 superfreighter from Adelaide. At 11 ( 
T374 passed on a down APM Fairfield paper trai 
while at 12 00 C504 on the 11 15 (9693) down standa1 
gauge goods passed. The last goods sighted befo: 
leaving was X45-BL27 on 9169 express goods 1 
Adelaide. 


Briquette train: An extra empty briquette train fro: 
the Maribyrnong River Terminal to Morwell ran o 
Sat.12.5. Due out at 14 00, the train departed | 
minutes early, consisting of X54-T392 trailed t 
14xVHEF hoppers. 


Ringwood sleeper train: On Sat.12.5, T406 ran a loade 
sleeper train to Ringwood. It arrived at Ringwood at ( 
10 on Sun.13.5, ran round and departed on the up at ( 
39. Consist on the up was T406-VZDY (generator van 
VZCA (mechanised sleeper discharge flat wago1 
KMQ-VZOY-VZCX-VZCX-VZOY-KMQ. 


Re-routing: Over the weekend 19/20.5 all North Ea: 
services normally routed via Essendon were re-route 
via the freight only line from Albion to Broadmeadov 
because of trackwork at Jacana. 


Newport sightings: On Mon.28.5 between 10 00 and 1 
15 two very unusual trains passed through Newpor 
On the down an N class loco with 2x Overlar 
economy cars, 1x Overland first class car, 1x Overlar 
power van and Ix D van passed through on a Sout 
Geelong train and just after, on the up Y133-2xABI 
ZD-with the four restored cars returning to Seymot 
via Sunshine. 


Tottenham drama: On Tues.29.5, an up suburban fror 
St. Albans hit a cow as it was approaching Tottenha1 
at about 15 30. The first carriage of the Comeng set ha 
its braking system severely damaged and was unable t 
continue. Some 30 minutes later an up Hitachi pushe 
the Comeng set into Tottenham station to allow pa: 
sengers to alight. More delays occurred as the Comen 
set was leaving the station when the set parted. Ever 
tually the Comeng set departed for Spencer Street an 
the Hitachi, after picking up the passengers at Totter 
ham also departed. 


A.R.H.S. 


Members’ Library 
WINDSOR STATION UP PLATFORM 
ENTER FROM FOOTBRIDGE 


Open 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
every Tuesday 


FEBRUARY — MID-DECEMBER 
Visitors welcome to browse 
See you there! 
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Works 


3endigo: The final stage of the rearrangement of 
3endigo took place over the weekend of Fri.25.5- 
Mon.28.5. In the weeks prior, new signal masts with the 
‘lectrical wiring were installed around Bendigo 
ogether with site works, and foundations for new 
y00m barriers at the Nolan Street and Williamson 
street level crossings were placed in position. Between 
[ues.22.5 and Thurs.24.5, a new signal gantry was 
srected on the up side of the Myrtle Street road over- 
yridge. 

_ Following the passage of the down Northerner on 
“7.25.5, work started in earnest in the Bendigo yard. 
New turnouts leading to the loco and the sidings were 
o be installed. Work proceeded with preparing the old 
ine to be lifted on the up side of B Box, halting to allow 
he passage of 8065 hauled by N471 which arrived at 20 
10, ran round its consist, coupled on at 20 48 and pro- 
seeded to the up main line stopping just short of the 
Myrtle Street bridge. Work on the tracks then con- 
inued before halting once again to allow for the pass- 
ige of 9083 goods to Echuca behind X33-T400 which 
passed through the station at 22 20. 9083 normally 
stables at Bendigo over the weekend but because of the 
works in progress ran through to Echuca this night. 


X47 then arrived at 22 32 on 8071 pass. and ran round 
ts train. Prior to this, work had commenced on dis- 
mantling the old turnout to Loco, but this was quickly 
stopped when it was realised that X47 would have to be 
curned. Finally at 22 55 X47 proceeded to Loco, was 
‘ured and back on its train by 23 10, then proceeded to 
the yard where it coupled to the rear of 8065, ready for 
an empty car movement to Castlemaine. This train was 
made up as follows: N471-D-Z set (5 car)-X47-D-N set. 


Work now started in earnest; the work gangs started 
ripping out the track on the up side of B Box. Two 
mobile cranes and numerous front end loaders made 
easy work of a heavy task. Meanwhile, an historic act 
was being performed; the four signal boxes in the area 
were being switched out for the last time. D Box was 
the first to go at 22 30 on Fri.25.5, C Box at 22 40 that 
night, A Box at 00 05 on Sat.26.5 and B Box at 00 45 that 
morning. 

By 09 45 on Sat.26.5 the two mobile cranes in the 
yard were used to position the new turnouts and an 
hour later the turnouts were in position. A drive to Wil- 
liamson Street level crossing showed that the gates had 
been ripped out with work on fastening the booms pro- 
gressing rapidly. This was followed by a visit to Nolan 
Street level crossing which showed that work at this 
location was proceeding just as rapidly as at William- 
son Street. 


Also on Saturday, a section of the down line just 
south of the Thistle Street road overbridge was 
removed to allow a new turnout to the up main line to 
be installed. A short section of the old down line at this 
location to A Box will be removed with the old down 
line between A Box and B Box becoming a passing 
loop. 
| During the afternoon, all signal arms in the Bendigo 
area were removed from their masts and at 17 00 the 
two mobile cranes were used in the dismantling of the 
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signal gantry at B Box. As an aside to the works in pro- 
gress, an advertisement appeared in this day’s Bendigo 
Advertiser calling for tenders for the purchase and 
removal of A, C and D Boxes with tenders closing on 
Tues.5.6. B Box is believed to be kept for historical 
purposes. 

On Sun.27.5 work continued in the yard with ballast 
being discharged over the new work. A mobile crane 
was engaged in pulling out all of the old signal masts 
and by 15 00 this was almost complete with only the 
signal masts between the platform and D Box remain- 
ing. Fine tuning of the operation of the boom barriers 
at Nolan Street and Williamson Street was carried out. 

Mon.28.5 was used mainly to iron out any bugs in 
the new work and to remove the remaining signal 
masts still standing. The local newspaper quoted a 
V/Line official as stating that the new work cost in the 
vicinity of $2.5 million. 


Nhill: On Fri.20.4 two portable outbuildings formerly 
used by Signal and Communication Branch officers in 
Nhill were removed after tenders were called for remo- 
val. These buildings were formerly located at Salisbury 
Loop and after CTC was installed they were relocated 
to Nhill. 


WEEKLY NOTICES 


Ararat: On Fri.20.4 the following alterations took place 
at Ararat A Box: 


1. Up two position home signal posts 20 and 22 were 
abolished. 

2. The disc signals on signal posts 10, 18 and 22 were 
abolished. 

3. Levers 9, 27, 28, 58, 59 and 61 were sleeved normal. 
(WN 16/90) 


Arnold: On Fri.23.3, the bi-directional electronic end of 
train detection system was commissioned.: (WN 
13/90) 


Birchip: On Thurs.22.3, the following alterations took 
effect: 


1. The down home signal post 1 was abolished. 

2. The up home signal post 5 was abolished. 

3. The miniature Annett locks on the up and down 
end main line trailable points were abolished. 

4. The ‘EF’ and ‘F’ pattern miniature Annett locks on 
the points leading to the sidings were abolished and 
replaced with ST 21 type Annett locks. 

5. The 5P key switches for control of the remaining 
light signals, posts Nos.2 and 3, were relocated from 
the platform to the up end fouling point of Birchip 
loop. (WN 13/90) 


Boort: On Fri.23.3, the bi-directional electronic end of 
train detection system was commissioned.: (WN 
13/90) 


Charlton: On Fri.23.3, the bi-directional electronic end 
of train detection system was commissioned.: (WN 
13/90) 
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C509-C510-C507-C502 cross Melton Weir with No.9150, Wolseley - Dynon express goods on Sun.31.12.89. 
(John Dare) 


Flinders Street: On Mon.26.3, a guards’ signal indi- 
cator for home signal 583 (west end of No.6 track) was 
installed on the indicator cabin on platforms 6 and 7. 
On Sat.5.5, guards’ signal indicators were installed on 
the external walls of the indicator cabins on platforms 
3,5 and 7 and apply to home signals 329, 573 and 731 at 
the west end of tracks 3, 5 and 7 respectively. (WN 14 & 
18/90) 


Frankston: On Wed.11.4, disc signal post 7 was re- 
positioned to improve sighting visibility. (WN 15/90) 


Jacana Loop (broad gauge): On Sun.29.4, the up end 
points, No.JCA/3, were relocated 30 metres in a down 
direction. (WN 17/90) 


Jacana: On Sun.6.5, down automatic signal post 
E557 was relocated 25 metres in an up direction. 


(WN 18/90) 
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Langi Logan - Jackson’s Loop: Commencing forth- 
with the signalling arrangements as indicated on sig- 
nalling diagram No.4/86 are cancelled and replaced by! 
signalling diagram No.10/90. (WN 12/90) 


Meatian: On Wed.14.3, the down end catch points! 
were abolished and replaced by a hinged derail block. 


(WN 12/90) 


Moonee Ponds: On Sun.18.3, automatic pedestrian 
gates were provided on the up side of the Puckle Street! 
level crossing. The down side boom barrier was re- 
located 3 metres in the down direction to allow further! 
roadworks to take place. (WN 12/90) 


Quambatook: On Tues.3.4, the up and down home 
signals and the plunger locking on the up and down| 
end points were abolished. The up and down end 
points are now Master Key locked and No.2 track was) 
provided with hinged derails at each end. (WN13/90)| 
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*hrome Loop - Portland: Commencing forthwith the 9. The derail at the down end of No.4 track was relo- 


: : was : : ted 4 metres in the up direction. 

ignalling arrangements as indicated on signalling _ : 

liagram No. 28/86 are cancelled and replaced by sig- 10. phar Pl aaicen 10 metres in the down 
ialling diagram No. 8/90.: (WN 12/90) eenen: 


‘Itham: On Fri.6.4, the following alterations took TENDERS 

fect: ; Recent tenders called on behalf of V/Line and the Met 
1. No.12 points leading from No.2 to No.4 track were include. 

_ relocated 9 metres in the down direction. 


®<S fitti i i i 
2. The connection to No.5 track at the down end of Mpplyand nile ob road/talledeiprenbon le Ment 


the yard was removed and the track baulked. A, Le : : 

new set of points with rodded derail was provided detail, design, manufacture, supply and delivery of 
at the up end of the yard and operated by lever 13. air conditioning for No.1 signal box at Spencer 
3. The catch points in No.4 track at the up end were Street. 
relocated 35 metres in the down direction and ope- * Dismantling, salvage, purchase and removal of 

rated by lever 14. specified sidings, released rail and associated fittings 
4. Signal post 7 was relocated to and applies to No.5 from the Southern Region of Victoria. 

track. ; * Design, manufacture, supply, delivery, installation, 
5. ae 5 was relocated 30 metres in the down testing and commissioning of a closed circuit televi- 
6. Signal post 10 was relocated 25 metresinthedown , ee system us Spencer Bue ce passones! touted, 
| direction. egistration of interest in the purchase and removal 
7. The derail at the down end of No.2 track was re- of 20 T class and 18 Y class diesel electric loco- 

located 14 metres in the down direction. motives. A quantity of spare parts is also available. 
8. The derail at the up end of No.2 track was relo- * Removal and demolition of a timber framed house 

cated 10 metres in the down direction. at Tooradin. 


X34 waits to depart North Geelong yard on the 01 00 goods to Wodonga on Fri.18.5.90. This was the photographer’s 
first rostered train as a driver. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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Preservation 


Muckleford: Wed.28.3 was a busy day at Muckleford, 
as soldiers of 21 Construction Squadron, and V/Line 
workers set to the final stage of placing sleepers and 
rails on the deck of the re-constructed timber trestle 
bridge. By mid-afternoon, the task of re-construction 
was virtually complete with the driving of the last dog- 
spikes, and the rail line between Castlemaine and 
Maldon was partly restored. 


K160 came light engine from Maldon to the bridge 
earlier in the day, and was ready and waiting to steam 
across the bridge and attach a ballast hopper wagon. 
Ballast was supplied from the army quarry at Puckapu- 
nyal, and was carried to Muckleford by army trucks. 
The ballast hopper was loaded from a temporary dump 
site at the Muckleford end of the bridge, and was then 
discharged across the bridge. 


Next morning the process was repeated, until bal- 
lasting had been completed. Sappers performed the 
final task of spreading the ballast evenly. Fri.30.3 was 
another hectic day, as the soldiers broke camp. Truck 
loads of material headed back to Puckapunyal and the 
camp area became just a sheep paddock again. 


So a chapter of railway preservation came to a close, 
being the completion of several years of careful 
negotiations with federal and state governments. A 
useful training exercise had tested the co-ordination of 
our military personnel, who attained their objective, in 
the completion of a tightly scheduled works program 
on the required date. 
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TRAIN HOBBY 


RAILWAY POSTERS 


We have available a wide 
selection of Posters — both 
Steam and Diesel. 

All Posters are printed to special 
order from original negatives. 


S.A.E. for Catalogue showing prices, 
finishes etc. 


TRAIN HOBBY 


P.O. Box 78, Upper Ferntree Gully 3156 
Phone: 801 1210 Fax: 801 5225 


K160 discharges ballast on the completed Muckleford Creek 
bridge on Wed.28.3.90. (Vance Findlay) 


NEWSRAIL, 


Taildisc 


UETTERS: 

sir, 

darking back to the days when suburban stations and 
rains were user friendly, does Newsrail remember the 
Weekly Newsletter’ which appeared on all suburban 
tations every Wednesday? 


Always informative on railway doings and services and 
yften humorous, it told rail users what they should 
cnow and kept us all up to-date and generally made 
isers feel good about rail travel. Now stations present 
is with nothing: no timetables, no information, only 
sraffiti. 


- Can Newsrail tell readers the year it disappeared? If 
rot, could it be asked ifany reader can remember? It all 
low seems a long time ago now that its memory has 
yeen revived. 
Les Johnson. 


QUAMBATOOK RENTAL ENQUIRY 


The rental of $900 a year for the disused railway station 
suilding at Quambatook has been strongly criticised by 
1 Kerang Shire councillor. Cr Alan Thompson said that 
he lease for the station as submitted by the Public 
Transport Corporation was ‘absolutely ridiculously 
stupid’, He said the building was not currently used but 
ao doubt it would be if provided at a nominal rental. At 
$900, clubs and community groups would not be inter- 
sted. The PTC’s proposal included the rent being fora 
‘ixed term of six years, and to be $900 for the first two 
years and for each succeeding period of two years. Cr. 
John Parker moved that Council advise the Corpor- 
ation that a fair rental for the building would be $1 a 
year for a six year period. [What ever happened to the 
zood old ‘peppercorn’ rentals? — Editor.] The Council 
will write and tell the Corporation the low value of real 


pstate in the area. 


READER’S QUESTION 


Can any reader please advise the individual numbers 
of the wagons that were rebuilt or renumbered 
to the following classes; VCCX, VCVX,VFRF/X/Y, 
VHRX, VOJF, VQLX, VZSX and VZTX? 


VPFX and VPLX wagons: Are the four new VPLX lime 
wagons listed on p.143 in the 1990 article conversions of 
four of the five VPFX wagons shown as withdrawn in 
the line above the VPLX entry? [Yes — Editor.] 


SECTION 92 

With regard to Mr Frank Sutton’s reference ‘Section 92 
again’ in his article on the Commissioner’s visit to 
Echuca (Newsrail, May 1990), readers may like to note 
that Section 92 did not become famous until the 
Hughes & Vale case of about 1950. 


A.R.HLS. 
Railway Museum 


Open every Saturday, Sunday and Public Holi- 
days except Christmas Day and Good Friday: 
12 noon - 5 p.m. 


Also on school holidays: Wednesday 1 - 4 p.m. 
Mid-week visits by arrangement — Tel. 596 3249. 


Miniature steam rides: Fourth Sunday of month — 
February to November. 


Champion Road, North Williamstown 


| 
J515 at maximum speed of 80 km/h, near Murchison East with a special from Echuca to Kilmore East. Sat.7.4.90. 


(John Dare) 


| 
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(Thy TRAIN HOBBY 


Specialising in Australian outline 
Brass Collectors Items of 
Locomotives and Rolling Stock 
in HO scale. 


Also a wide range of assembled 
R.T.R. Plastic kits. 


TRAIN HOBBY 


P.O. Box 78, Upper Ferntree Gully 3156 
Phone: 801 1210 Fax: 801 5225 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 890 7027 
Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


P. J. P,.- PRODUCTIONS 


20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 
MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


Australia-wide Mail Service, write for. stock/price lists. 
Please advise if HO/OO — N or O scale lists required. 


BRANCH LINE - 
CO oe ee ce CTC Ree TOTTI TTT 
YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
HOBBY CENTRE 
490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 

CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


TRAIN WORLD 


Nothing to do on 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187 596 6342 
TU ESDAY NIGHTS? Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 
aa F 10 am - 6.30 pm 10 am - 9pm 9am-5pm 
Why not visit the A.R.H.S. Archives on the Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
down platform at Windsor from 8 p.m.? Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 
See you there! I_Direct Importers Ss pe _.2ankeard welcome _ 
THE Transport House 
RAILFAN 589 Collins Street Telephone 
Melbourne, Victoria 03-619 4567 
SHOP Australia 


Australia and overseas. 


Roco Railways 
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Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc., from 


PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 

We stock © Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales 
Powerline Models 

Replica Railways Authentic OO Gauge Models 


Lima Railways HO and OO scales 

Hornby Railways OO scale 

Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories 
Broad Gauge Bodies Decals and Kits 

Victorian Railway Memorabilia 


If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 
Mail Order attended to promptly. 
We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


9.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 9.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 


We look forward to your custom 
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| Due to additional production time being made available at 
SAMHONGSA CO. LTD., PRECISION SCALE MODELS 

has been able to secure an additional time slot for 

the popular “A” CLASS Locomotive 

Produced in standard form and as a special 


presentation of the now extinct 
“A66 BICENTENARY” 


“STRICTLY I Livre — 100 ONLY 


The only Brass uameuae nesta ee in any BICEMTEN ANY se 


; Presented in Special Presentation Box with booklet, display plinth and plate. ~+— 
+ fo : : |}. - + 7 


Due to the high production costs the deposit for the 
standard “A'’CLASS has been set at $250 
and for the special BICENTENARY “A66”" at $400. 
Advance orders for both versions will now be accepted. 


Confirmation and receipt will be issued by return mail. 


PRECISION SCALE MODELS eae) 
A Division of P.S.M. Developments (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. Incorporated in Victoria SAMHONGSA 


IF KOR 
P.O. BOX 15, BURWOOD 3125, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA — Phone: (03)801 1889 — Fax: (03) 801 5225 . at 
International: (ISD:61-3)801 1889 — Fax: (ISD:61-3)801 5225 


“BUILT TO A STANDARD — NOT TO A PRICE” 
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